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The NCLC is a credentialling division of the non-profit Professional Medical Education Assn (PME) and provides Laser Certifications in several medical/healthcare settings. Certification is separate from training and the NCLC provides no laser training whatsoever. Successful applicants for the laser certifications are listed in the International Laser Certification Registry which is searchable by the general public and by government authorities verifying credentials.
The NCLC has a “sister” division of PME which is the Laser Training Institute (LTI). LTI provides accredited laser training in most health care areas and is provided through live seminars/workshops and online courses. This division does not provide the “Certifications” at all – only the accredited Certificates of training which are a prerequisite to Laser Certifications.
In some countries/states the actual Certification may be a requirement for licensing, while in others it is not but is worthwhile as a professional credential to set the credentialled individual apart from the rest. If there is any regulation or licensing at all it usually starts with the training certificate level. Every country/state is different, and affiliates and associates must determine the requirements for their students in their own geographical location.
Laser training groups from around the world may work collaboratively with the NCLC to offer these NCLC Laser Certifications to their own students. This can involve participation at several levels:
1) Serving as an “Affiliate” of the NCLC in which case a proctor is appointed by the NCLC from within that affiliates own organization to administer the certification exams at the end of training courses. That affiliate will coordinate the submission of the application forms to the NCLC on behalf of their students and then schedule a time/date for proctoring of the exam.
2) Serving as an “Associate” of the NCLC in which case they coordinate the submission of the application forms to the NCLC on behalf of their students, but they do not actually administer and proctor the exam itself. The NCLC refers those students to our testing agency, ETA International, and a proctored exam is scheduled through them at either an ETA proctor location, or through secure online testing at the applicant’s home or office. This process still helps the associate’s students with the NCLC Laser Certification process. Note that student applicants do not need to apply for certifications through any affiliate or associate. They may always apply directly to the NCLC. Using the affiliate or associate just expedites this process for them.
3) Whether serving as Affiliate or Associate, all applicants must meet the minimum accredited training requirements in order to qualify for an NCLC Laser Certification Exam. The hours varies between the various types of certifications, but for Certified Laser Hair Removal Specialist it is 16 or more hours, and for Certified Aesthetic Laser Operator (which includes hair removal) it is 24 or more hours. Applicants may meet this by submitting documentation from any accredited provider including the affiliate or associate. It is sometimes better to utilize the accredited online courses of PME’s Laser Training Institute (LTI) so that students complete these programs prior to attending the hands-on clinical sessions of the affiliate or associate. This both provides the accredited background academic program the affiliate/associate may not have developed, and it also shortens the time between application and approval for the actual testing. When the training is completed through the LTI division then we immediately have an electronic record of that completion and the NCLC may immediately approve a request for testing. Otherwise they must submit a copy of their accredited certificate and await approval of the NCLC before an exam may be scheduled or given. Either way can work as long as they present an accredited certificate of the required number of hours training.
It’s important to note that the NCLC does not “Approve” nor “Accredit” the affiliate/associate’s training program in any way. We work together to help their qualified students obtain one of the NCLC Laser Certifications. Affiliates and Associates may not represent such approval or accreditation and may simply promote that they are “affiliated with” or “associated with” the NCLC to provide these Laser Certifications. Affiliates and Associates are then listed on that page of the NCLC website.
To be approved as an affiliate or associate the NCLC reviews that organizations activities, the qualifications of the primary contact in that group, and what type of training and equipment they utilize to ensure that it is reasonable laser training. We also review the Curricula Vitae of the primary individual that would serve as the proctor for an affiliate, or the coordinator for an associate to ensure their credibility with the NCLC. It’s essentially just a simple matter of ensuring credibility of that organization to associate the NCLC’s name with that group.
Associates may be appointed in any location. The NCLC tries to appoint Affiliates (that provide exams) only in restricted geographical areas so that there would be only one assigned affiliate in any metropolitan area. There might be multiple “associates” but only one “affiliate” in that city.
If mutually agreed, a written agreement is entered into between the NCLC and the group that is essentially a confidentiality statement that protects the security of the exams and testing process. Affiliates and Associates go through a review of online administrative materials of the NCLC and then take an online tutorial. You’d repeat the online tutorial annually and sign an annual confidentiality agreement. The NCLC reserves the right to terminate an affiliate or associate at any time for noncompliance with policies.
The only difference between an Affiliate and Associate is that the affiliate proctors the exams, while the associate does not.
Whether affiliate or associate, the student’s application for the certification is organized by that group and submitted to the NCLC in batches for that class of students. All the forms are located in the Proctor’s library on the NCLC website. Those applications are submitted with a $295 per applicant payment and are processed by the NCLC. For associates the student will receive an acknowledgement and instructions to contact ETA international for scheduling of an exam. For Affiliates the proctor will request a date for the exam and the NCLC will setup usernames and passwords for them to distribute to students just prior to testing. Dedicated tablet or laptop devices will be used for testing and we can supply more details in further conversations. Proctors that administer the exams receive $75 USD back from the NCLC for each exam for taking the time to supervise and proctor them. You can charge whatever you like for your own training courses, but you must not charge any more for the NCLC exams than the $295 USD cost.
Many affiliates and associates choose to utilize the accredited online laser courses of the Laser Training Institute to qualify their students for the exam, and provide the background academic training prior to them arriving for hands-on clinical work. You can also add your own lectures and academics to your hands-on course but advance completion can expedite the training process. Any affiliate or associate is welcome to take these programs at no cost to preview them for suitability. If you choose to use them for students we’ll also make them available to your other faculty at no charge so that we can coordinate teaching points between the two groups. For students, those courses are sold in packages of 7 at a time. They don’t need to all be used at once and they can carry over to future students. These primarily apply to the Certified Laser Hair Removal Specialist (CLHRS) and Certified Aesthetic Laser Operator (CLO/A) certifications.
For proctors administering exams for the affiliate – we recommend that you first obtain the Laser Certification yourself prior to administering it to students. Once you have access to and administered the exams you would not qualify to take it yourself at a later time. If you want to pursue this we’ll provide the accredited online course to you at no charge, and we’ll also cover the cost of your exam. This is helpful to both your group and the NCLC because your proctor sets an example for your students in terms of obtaining the certification credential.
Pricing of LTI’s accredited online courses can be found at https://lasertraining.org/CoursePriceList20_12.pdf. 
If purchased by the individual the Laser & Light Based Hair Removal course would cost $395 each, and the Aesthetic Laser & Light Based Procedures course would cost $695 each. Purchased in packages of 7 by the affiliate or associate they would cost approximately $175 each for the hair removal and $232 for the aesthetic laser procedures. These would be included in the overall price of your course to your students and you may charge any price you like for that. If you buy 2 or more packages at a time then there is an additional 15% discount. You use the “seats” in these courses as you need and there is no time limit on using them. These courses will also be named so that your name appears at the start of the course and we can keep all of your own students in one program. That allows us to send you updates on completions as they occur, and we can even enroll you as a “reporter” in your online course so that you can check on students in real time, get copies of their accredited certificates, and run reports as you wish. We’ll work with you at whatever level you wish to participate in that “Trakstar” learning platform. 
If it proves to be beneficial to you, we can also register your group later as a “child account” in the system to let you post other types of nonlaser courses in that system yourself and save a significant amount of money in what that would cost you as a new customer to Trakstar. You would retain all revenue from your own courses and just pay an additional annual fee to us for access.
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